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Fedor, Texas 

March 6, 1938 

 

Esteemed Volksblatt! 

 So I will once again send in something to the 

Volksblatt. So few correspondences appear, and still one 

likes to read them very much. 

 Last week, we had real warm, early springlike 

weather, and a small rain shower would be good for the 

garden. For several days, we had a very strong south wind, 

and, yesterday, it turned and became a light norther. And, 

today, it was cold again, so that one would need to put on a 

coat, since it was Sunday today and we had two worship 

services, one in the morning and one in the afternoon. 

 The usual Lenten services will again be held here 

on Sunday afternoon, The services on Sunday in the 

language of the country will be discontinued for now. Yes, 

it won’t be long before it will be Easter, and a quarter of the 

year is already over. 

 The people will now begin their planting. I don’t 

know whether some might already have finished their 

planting. 

 Last Tuesday, March 1, we were all greatly 

surprised. I did not know what to say, Yes, I believe I could 

never have dreamed of something like this happening. Our 

son-in-law, Traugott Moerbe and his family came here 

completely unexpected around 10:00 o’clock in the 

morning. They had arrived at 2:00 A.M. at Mr. Ben Zoch’s. 

They have been living in West Texas Since January 1. 

Traugott is working, as has long been known, for an oil 

company in Rotan (Fischer County). But, since January 14, 

he was transferred again to Merton, Texas. On February 17, 

a tornado went through the small town, and destroyed or 

tore apart everything. But, luckily, it did not hit Traugott’s 

house. It was only 30 yards from it where it went through.  

 So they are now 130 miles closer to us, but still 300 

miles from here. So one could well be surprised when they 

were at our door. He was free for two days. On Wednesday, 

our son Charlie also came home, as well as Herbert Jatzlau 

and Edwin Dube. Last year, these three worked for the 

same oil company in East Texas at Hemphill. Traugott 

Moerbe had worked last year (as known) also in Hemphill, 

and from there he was transferred to Rotan, Texas. So it 

was for these two, namely Traugott and Charlie, also a 

surprise, since neither know about it, that they would meet 

each other here. But they could not be together long, since 

Traugott had to get on his way back for work at midnight. 

These three young men had a week of vacation. Yesterday, 

Saturday, both Herbert Jatzlau and Charlie went back to 

Houston. My husband rode along with them. He will spend 

several days with our children in Houston. He will be 

coming back on the bus tomorrow, Monday.  

 So I want to end this story, otherwise it will be said 

that I have made it too long. 

 Last week, the Klapper stork stopped by Mr. and 

Mrs. Richard Jenke and left behind for them, to their great 

joy, a little daughter. 

 Now I must come to a close, since I have to quite 

for today. Yes, I like to read the letters from Pastor Gruell’s 

wife, which appear in the Volksblatt.  

 So with greetings to all the Volksblatt readers,  

Mrs. Charles Melde 

 

Translated by Ed Bernthal 
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